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INSPIRATION. 


This is an age of infidelity. Al- 
though many persons talk a great deal 
about God sil religion, yet real faith 
in anything divine is very scarce. In 
all’ the practical affairs of life, the 
Lord is completely lost sight of. Men 
acknowledge, in word, that there is a 
God, but act as though he had no- 
thing whatever to do with earthly 
matters. 

When we testify concerning any- 
thing that God is doing in the earth 
in these latter-days, we are met with 
a smile of incredulity, or a taunting 
laugh of derision. When wes of 
inspired men whom the Lord has sent 


/ to instruct this generation, inspiration 


is denied. ‘‘There is 

no thing as inspiration now,” is 
‘the almost unive 
‘testimony. 

Now we venture to say that inspira- 


answer to our 


tion is bestowed, more or less, upon. 


all mankind, and that without it the 
human mind would ‘*There 
is a spirit in man, and the inspiration 
of the Almighty giveth them under- 


standing.” (Job xxxii, 8.) As theeye, | 


even the power of 


though formed to see, can behold no- 
a without the aid of light, so the - 
mind, though formed 
can perceive nothing without the spirit 
of is the true 
light which lighteth every man that 
cometh into the world.” It is also 
the spirit of life ; as it is written, “‘In 
him was life, and that life was the 
light of men.” It is the light that. 
shineth in the: darkness, “‘but the 


darkness comprehendeth it not.” It 
is manifested through organized beings 


physically, as the spirit of life or vital 
principle, and through the operations 
of the mind, as the spirit of light or 
intellectual principle. It is “ the 
light which is in all things, which — 
iveth life to all things, which is the 
aw by which all things are governed, — 
who sitteth 
3 his throne, who is in the bosom 
of e 


things.” (Doc. & Cov., page 98.) Tt 
is the spirit of truth, end is 


made manifest it. Tt leads to 
righteousness warns against 


sin. 


It is the law that is written upon the a a aa = 
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heart. If mankind would give heed 
to it from their childhood, and be 
guided by it in all things, they would 

ow up without sin unto salvation, 
for it is the Spirit of God, and it leads 
to God. 

But the Adversary, who is called 
the Devil and Satan, is permitted to 
use an opposite influence, which brings 
darkness upon the mind and leads to 
death, and mankind are left to choose 
for themselves which influence they 
will yield to, which path they will 
pursue. The Spirit of the Lord will 

not always strive with man, and if its 

enlightening influences are withdrawn, 
he hurries quickly into darkness and 
destruction. The decadence of earth’s 
mightiest nations may be clearly un- 
derstood, when we trace the gradual 
withdrawal of the light of truth, the 
spirit of wisdom, the inspiration of 
the Almighty which giveth under- 
standing, in consequence of their cor- 
ruptions and iniquities. Men are 
often prompted by this Spirit to turn 
the channel of their thoughts in some 
particular direction, and they are re- 
warded for their compliance with its 
whisperings, by the development of 
some great truth before unknown to 
the world. Others are influenced to 
devote the energies of their minds to 
some special object, and the conse- 
quence is the discovery of new and 
wonderful inventions. 

The light which makes these things 
manifest is from God, and the glory 
and honor of their development belong 
to him; but men have departed so 
far from the Author of light and truth, 
that they take all the glory to them- 
selves, and even deny the inspiration 
by which they have been led. The 
light of God illuminates the mind, but 
does not eoerce it. Man’s agency is 
not destroyed. He can reject the 
light, and he can misuse the intelli- 
gence imparted to him. For all this 
he will have to give an account. Ac- 
cording to his light and his cpportuni- 
ties, so will he be judged. | 

Besides this general inspiration of 
the human family, there is frequently 
a special inspiration bestowed upon 
certain individuals, to qualify them 
for some special and important work. 
By this means the great leading spirits 
of every age have been guid and 


INSPIRATION. 


assisted in their plans and enterprises. 


It was a special inspiration that moved 


upon Christopher Columbus to cross 
the unknown deep in quest of other 
lands. It was a special inspiration 
that incited the Pilorim Fathers 


to flee for refuge to the Western Con- 
tinent; it was a special inspiration 


that dictated their descendants in 
framing the Constitution of the United 
States, and special inspiration has 
prompted every important movement 
that has been made for the welfare of 
mankind from the beginning. 


But the highest form of inspiration — 


on earth, is that which is vouchsafed 
to the Prophets of God, who are ap- 
pointed by him to teach the laws, 
ordinances, and principles of the 
kingdom of heaven. Through that in- 
spiration comes a knowledge of God— 
the Author of our being, of our rela- 
tionship to him, of our origin, the 
object of our existence, and our eter- 
nal destiny, and, of those things with- 
out which the knowledge and strength 
and glory of this world are but as the 
short-lived beauty of the flowers, and 
as the brief glitterings of the morning 
dew-drops. 

Such inspiration was always mani- 
fested among the people of God. It 
was not only bestowed upon the men 
whom God sent to instruct mankind, 
but also, measurably, upon those who 
obeyed their instructions. . This is 
what is called the gift ef the Holy 
Ghost. It is a special blessing upon 
all who obey the Gospel of Christ, and 
it inspires them to understand things 
which are kept hid from the worldly- 
wise and prudent. In connection with 
this heavenly inspiration, the Lord 
has given to some of his servants visi- 


ble manifestations of his presence and 


power. Moses, in ancient days, was 
thus highly favored, and Joseph Smith, 
in these latter days, was similarly 
privileged. But although these oi 
cial revelations have only been be- 
stowed upon men holding the holy 
Priesthood and called to be leaders of 
the people, that they might be quali- 
fied for their work, yet the inspira- 
tions of the holy Spirit are within the 
reach of all men. 

When the astonished multitude saw 
the power of the Holy Ghost displayed 
through the Apostles on the day of 
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Pentecost, Peter informed them that | 


if they would repent and be baptized 
in the name of Jesus Christ for the 
remission of sins, they also should re- 
ceive the gift of the Holy Ghost. And 
lest any should doubt the possibility 
of their receiving this great boon, he 
roceeded to say, ‘‘for the promise 
is unto you and to your children, and 
to all that are afar off, even to as many 
as the Lord our God shall call.” (Acts 1 
38, 39.) If the inspiration of the Holy 
Ghost was attainable by all people at 
that time, why should it not be also 
attainable at the present time? No 
reasonable argument can be raised as 
a negative to this question, but still 
the very idea of inspiration in the 
resent age is repudiated. This is 
the spirit of infidelity, which 
emanates from the Adversary, is ra- 
pidly spreading and obtaining tre- 
mendous influence over the hearts of 
the people. Faith which gives power 
to the soul to reach after and draw in 
the inspiration of heaven, seems to 
be gradually departing from the minds 
of men, giving place to scepticism, 
doubt, an oes worldliness. 
There is also much misunderstand- 
ing in regard to the effects of inspira- 
tion upon the human mind. People 
seem to think that an inspired man 


must be a supernatural kind of being. 


If they had lived in \the days of the 
ancient Prophets, they would have 
found them to be men of like passions 
to themselves. Inspiration to teach 
the things of God does not imply a 
knowledge of all things. Peter spoke 
rd the power of the Holy Ghost, but 
the people, while astonished at his 
doctrine, perceived that he was an 
ignorant and unlearned man. (Acts 
iv, 8—13.) Objections are frequently 
raised against the professed inspira- 
tion of the Book of Mormon, because 
of its occasional grammatical inaccura- 
cies. But it should not be supposed 
that the spirit which reveals truth to 
the mind, must also form the words 
in which that truth shall be communi- 
cated to others. The mind retains its 
character and constitution when in- 
er as much as at any other time. 
ts powers are quickened and develo 

ed, but not changed. Therefore the 
language of inspired men, and their 
mode of thought and manner of com- 


_ INSPIRATION, 


| truth of his sayi 


munication, will be according to their 


own natural peculiarities of character. 
For though it is the spirit that reveals, 
it is the man that communicates, for 


‘* the spirit of the Prophets is subject — 


unto the Prophets.” | 
de man with a know- 
edge of principles pertaining to eter- 
nal life and exaltation, it does not 


follow that he is also inspired with a 


knowledge of tical rules, or of 
all the arts and sciences, although the 
spirit of truth will aid him in acquire- 
ing a knowledge of every truth. Nei- 
ther is it essential to his position as 
an inspired man, that he 

form some make 
some extraordinary display of super- 
natural power. “The magi- 
cians, who were not authorized of Go 
worked wonders before Pharoah, an 


John the Baptist, whom Jesus num- 


bered among the greatest of Prophets, 
performed no miracle whatever. 


ould per- 


When a man called of God speaks - 


under the influence of the Spirit of 
God, those who hear him and desire 
the truth, are impressed with the 


within them is stirred. The light 

their life is kindled, as the earth’s 
latent light is brought out by the 
beams of the rising sun, and they feel 
and perceive the truth, even though 
thay may be unable to explain how or 
why. 
after righteousness, needs no miracle 
to convince him, ‘‘ for light cleaveth 
unto light, intelligence cleaveth unto 
intelligence,” and the Bs of inspira- 
tion from the man of God mingles 
with the light of truth in his own soul, 
and bears witness with a force which 
no outward sign could wield. But. 
men harden their hearts against this 
inward evidence, and thus bring them- 
selves under condemnation. ‘‘ This 


is the condemnation, that light has 


come into the world and men love 
darkness rather than light, because 
their deeds are evil.” There are 
thousands of pects who have heard 
the testimony o 

Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-da 
Saints, and who have felt the tru 


and power of their words, but who 


have resisted the promptings of the 
Spirit that beareth witness, and have. 


' 


s. For the divinity _ 


e lover of truth, the searcher — 


the Elders in the - 


| suffered themselves to be led captive . 
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804 GATHERING THE POOR. 


_ by the Adversary, who is ever’on the 
watch to ‘‘ take away light and truth” 
from the human mind, when men’s 
own dislike to it gives him the op- 
portunity. 

But those who have hearkened to 
the ‘‘still small voice” which is, yet, 
‘quick and powerful,” and who have 
obeyed the will of Ged _ revealed 
through his inspired servants, have 
been blessed with the inspiration of 
the Holy Ghost for themselves, as a 
special witness of the things of God. 
It bears record to them of the Father 
and the Son. It makes plain the say- 
ings of the Prophets. It shines upon 
the mind, like the sunlight upon the 
earth, and warms, comforts, and invi- 
gorates. It is no imaginary influence, 
but is as real to them as the light of 
day. Itisa ‘‘ sure word of prophecy,” 
guiding the soul to definite knowledge 
and everlasting peace. It leads to no 
excesses, prompts to no extravagance 
of manner or action. It is natural, 
rational, and calm. The ravings of 
enthusiasts, and the antics of revival- 
ists, have no more connection with the 
inspiration of the Holy Spirit, than 
the gibberings of the lunatic, or the 
reelings of the drunkard. | 

Mankind are led, swayed, and in- 
spired by many spiritual influences. 

ere are many false spirits in the 
world, striving for power over the hu- 
man mind. “Tt is only by the inspira- 
tion of the Holy Ghost that they can 
be discerned and understood, and 
when men reject that divine influence, 
and close their eyes against its light, 
they are liable to be led astray into 


paths of darkness, to their ultimate 
misery and destruction. The Lord is 
now sending forth his servants to 
show mankind how to obtain this spe- 
cial inspiration of the holy Spirit, to 


make them acquainted with the ne- 
cessary regulations which govern its 


reception. But the world cares very 
little for divine things, and the offer 
of the greatest gift which God can 
confer upon them in their present 
life, is treated with indifference or re- 
jected with scorn. 

In consequence of this, the Lord is 
beginning to withdraw from them that 

neral inspiration which gives wis- 

om and discretion in natural things. 
And when he has gathered from their 
midst those who have hearkened to 
his voice and obeyed his command- 
ments, he will withdraw that inspiration 
in a still greater degree, and the 
powers of darkness will obtain such 
influence in the world as to lead man- 
kind to folly, mental blindness, strife, 
confusion, anarchy, and death. 

But while the world is rushing 


blindly to social and national des- 


truction, the people of the Saints of 
the Most High will be rising in spiri- 
tual, intellectual, and physicalstrength. 
For Apostles and Prophets are in their 
midst, revealing to them the will of 
God by the power of the Holy Ghost, 


and the inspiration of heaven is in- 


creasing upon the people, bearing wit- 
ness of the truth, and animating, 
quickening, and developing all their 
bodily and mental powers. | 

CuarLtes W. PENROSE. 


GATHERING THE POOR. 


“Tf this people are liberal in gathering the poor, the Lord will deal liberally with 


them.” — President Young’s Sermon on Sunday, 


On several public occasions, lately, 
President Young has exhibited a very 
deep interest for the gathering of the 
poor Saints scattered abroad in Eu- 
rope, and more especially for those of 
the British Mission. A great deal of 
valuable labor has been bestowed on 


that Mission. Hundreds of faithful | 


ct. 27th. 


Elders from this Territory, and thou- 
sands of faithful and devoted native 
Elders have spent, ungrudgingly, with- 


out fee or reward—other than the re- 


compense of heaven—the best years of 
their lives in laboring for the salva- 
tion of the honest in heart on that 
island. The First Presidency, all of 
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most faithful and devoted Elders of 
the Church have preached there, and 


passed through many trials and much 


vation for the sake of that people. 


Their labors have been greatly blessed. 


Many thousands of British subjects 
have, through them, been gathered to 
the new world, and finally have made 
their homes in the Rocky Mountains. 
A large portion of the inhabitants of 
Utah have thus been drawn from Eng- 
land, Scotland, Wales, and some from 
Ireland. Probably more British sub- 
jects have voluntarily renounced alle- 
giance to that Government, and be- 
come citizens of the United States, 


_ through the preaching of the ‘* Mor- 


mon” Elders, than from any other 
cause. We do not in this confine our- 
selves to the ‘‘ Mormons” alone. It 
is no egotism or exaggeration of the 
truth to state, that our Elders have 
done more to make the British peo- 
ple acquainted with America, than all 


other Americans besides. Our Elders. 


have made the New World familiar 


to the Saints abroad, exhibited in 


their usual preaching and instruction 
how to coal up their homes, how to 
cross the great Atlantic, and how to 
make new homes. The millions of 
the working classes of England have 
heard those Elders in the forum ; 
others have preached in their work- 
shops, and the loudest preaching of 
all was the farewell to home and 
friends. But of this we need not now 
write more. 

A great work has been done in Eng- 
land, and to-day tens of thousands 
here are grateful to the Almighty for 
their homes in the Mountains. The 
President has been unceasing in his 
efforts to help England, and has with- 
held nothing from the Saints there 
that could facilitate their deliverance. 
But with the changing circumstances 
of the people there and here, there 
seems now to be a necessity for a more 


- vigorous effort to render greater assist- 


ance to the poor abroad. We have 


been highly favored as citizens of this 


Territory ; we are in the enjoyment 
of every blessing which a frugal, in- 
dustrious community could desire. 
We have a splendid climate, enjoy 
usually excellent health, our fields, 


orchards, and gardens yield abundant- | 


GATHERING THE POOR. 
the Twelve Apostles and many of the | 


ly, and we are protected inourlabor, = 


our homes, our possessions, and in 
social life, by the very best local gov- 
ernment that was ever o 

among men. We enjoy a heavenly 
peace that the folks abroad know no- | 
thing of. There is indeed “none to — 
molest or make us afraid,” and we are 
as near in the position of being able 
to do the will of God upon the earth 
as it is done in heaven, as probably 
any people ever was. Such being con- 
fessedly our position, what are our 
obligations? To get rich, fat, and 
saucy? No. Far from it. On us 
rests the responsibility of saving the 
whole human family. The Almighty 
has favored us—we owe all to him, 
He has placed us in that position 
where we can now help others, and 
his Spirit whispers to his servant Brig- 
ham that the time has come to deliver 
the Israel that is now in captivity and 
bonds. 

The President has commenced the 
work. He has made acallupon every — 
man in these mountains to assume his 
share. He heads the movement—will 
be the foremost in doing, and he shall 
be sustained by every faithful mar 
and woman. The advancement of the 
Pacific Railroad to the foot of the 
mountains, and the greater facility of 
steamboat transportation across the 
Atlantic, render this work compara- 
tively light and easy of accomplish- 
ment. The hearty response that the 
Saints here will make to the Presi- 
dent’s call, will rejuvenate the Saints 
abroad, and their prayers will ascend 
before high heaven, and be answered 
upon the heads of their deliverers. 
Instead of Utah being impoverished 
by the disbursement of a million or 
so, Utah will be the richer—vastly the 
richer. Were it no more than the 
moral good that it will do us, in dis- 
charging a plain and honest duty, it 
would be compensation enough. But 
when to that we add the happy deli- 
verance it will ensure to thousands of 
our brethren and sisters who are 
oppressed, poor, and burthened, who 
can estimate the good? Let us all 
remember the text, and now that 
the word has gone forth, ‘‘ England 
that every man will do his 


expects 
duty.” 
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NAVIGATION OF THE COLORADO RIVER. 


NAVIGATION OF THE COLORADO. RIVER. 


The San Francisco Bulletin of the | 


22nd of October has the following :— 

At a special meeting of the Chamber 
held this afternoon at 1 o'clock, the 
Committee appointed at the meeting 
of 15th inst., to examine and report 
as to the practicability cf opening 
steamboat communication with Utah 
and Arizona by way of the Colorado 
river, made the following report, 
which, on motion, was unanimously 
adopted, and its publication ordered : 

The Commitiee appointed under the 
resolution of the Chamber of Com- 
merce, adopted on the 15th inst., ‘‘ to 
examine into the expediency of open- 
ing steam communication with Call- 
ville, at the head of navigation on the 
Colorado river,” beg leave to report 
the result of their deliberations. 

It may perhaps be necessary to re- 
mark, as a preliminary statement, 
that the Colorado river takes iis rise 
among the foothills skirting the base 
of the western slope of the Rocky 

fountains, in the Territory of Utah. 

t winds its way circuitousiv among 
the passes in about a southwesterly 
direction, fed by the numerous tribu- 
taries which drain the southern por- 
tion of the Territory of Utah, and the 
northern portion of the Territory of 
Arizona, and constantly increases in 
Volume until it reaches the dividing 
line between California and Arizona, 
thence it pursnes a southerly course 
some hundreds of miles, finally empty- 
ing into the Gulf of California a 
mighty stream, along whose banks 
numerous towns and villages have 
sprung into existence, as the tide of 
emigration has flowed thither, and to 
whose possibilities a vast country, of 
great resources and productiveness, is 
destined at no distant day to pay wil- 
ling tribute. 

It is the natural outlet for the wa- 
ters of that portion of the American 
continent comprising Utah, Southern 
Nevada, Arizona, New Mexico, and 
Southern California, and rivals in 
magnitude and importance the Col- 
umbia river of the North, and the 
Missouri river of the East. What 


those rivers are to the section of the 


country through which they run, the 
Colorado is to its adjacent States and 
Territories, all of which are in close 
contiguity to Calfornia, to whose me- 
tropolis their trade and commerce owe 
natural allegiance. 

The climate from its mouth to the 
highest navigable point is salubrious 
and unexceptionable ; and it would 
appear as if designed by Providence 
to be the great outlet for the various 
mineral and agricultural products of 
that country, as well as the channel 
through which its inhabitants should 
receive their necessary supplies from 
the great centres of trade. 

The committee have taken much 
pains to obtain. reliable information 
from a great variety of sources, in re- 
gard to the practicability and feasi- 
bility of navigating this river in 
steamboats to the town of Callville, 
which is situated in the Territory of 
Arizona, about 400 miles south-west- 
erly from Salt Leke City. Without 
deeming it necessary to mention in 
detail the abundant testimony that 
has been taken from travellers, mer- 
chants, seamen, and experts in river 
navigation, who are all familiar with 
the section of the country under con- 
sideration, the committee report that 
they have been brought irresistibly to 
ihe conclusion that there are no serious 
obstacles in the way of ascending the 
yiver in steamboats, or im ianding 
soods safely in any month of the year 
at Callville. Nor are the convictions 
of the committee, in this regard, based 
entirely upon ex parte or hearsay evi- 
dence. A steamboat Jaden with mer- 
chandise shipped from San Francisco, 
left the mouth of the river in the 
month of August, 1866, and, without 
experiencing as many impediments as 
are often found in the Missouri river, 
(according to the testimony of one 
who had served in the capacity of 
pilot upon that stream for a period of 
20 years,) landed her cargo in safety 
at the town of Callville, whence it 
found its way to the numerous towns 
which dot the road between that place 
and Salt Lake City. For steamboats 


suitable for river navigation, there 
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NAVIGATION OF THE COLORADO RIVER. 
unfailing, exists ata point one-third 


was suflicient depth of water along the 
entire route, and wood in abundance 
can be accumulated at the various 
points that may be designated for 
stopping. The committee urhesita- 
tinky assert that there are no difficul- 
ties in the way of successful naviga- 
tion, and that the concurrent testi- 
mony of a large number of disinter- 
ested witnesses point the way by 
which an extensive and profitable 
trade may be secured to San Fran- 
cisco, where, by the logic of geography, 
it rightly belonged. 

The question very naturally arises, 
then, why has not the trade of this 


important section of the country al- 


ready found its way to San Francisco, 
instead of being tributary: to New 


York, under circumstances involving 
much greater difficulties, delays, and 


expense ! 

_ It must be remembered that in the 
early days of the settlement of Utah 
by the Mormons, that portion of the 
country was a wilderness, and Cali- 
fornia, as a State of the Union, was 
unknown. New York and St. Louis 
were the nearest points from which 
the people at that time could draw 
supplies. Upon the discovery of gold 
in Valifornia, and our admission as a 
State, we, too, were equally, indeed, 
more dependent upon New York for. 
nearly every article necessary in the 
economy of a community. It has 
only been within a very short period 
that our resources have been so de- 
veloped, that not only are we pro- 
ducers of most of the necessaries of 
life, but, indeed, exporters to the very 
markets upon which we originally de- 
And it is a very remarkable 

act in the history of our young State, 
that to-day the cost of living in San 
Francisco is cheaper than it is, upon 
a corresponding scale, in the city of 
New York. 

While this process of development 
here was going on, the merchants of 
Utah established commercial relations 
with those of the principal cities of 
the Eastern States. These relations 
have been cemented and sanctioned 
by the experience of nearly, if not 
quite, a quarter of a century. They 
can only be dissolved when it is practi- 
cally demonstrated that an abundant 
source of supply, equally cheap and 


the distance from that upon which 


they have hitherto relied, and over a 


road incalculably more easy and ac- 
cessible. 

It has already been stated that the 
distance from Callville to Salt Lake 
City is estimated at about 400 miles, 
and the road, at all seasons of the 
year, is excellent. According to the 
testimony of the mail contractor in 
that section of the country, a wagon 
may be trotted, at all times, the en- 
tire distance. It is a well established 
fact, that the richest and most thickly- 
settled portion: of Utah, outside of 
Salt Lake City, is south of that point, 
to which the population and industry 
of the Territory has naturally gravi- 
tated. Between Callville and Salt 
Lake City, along the line of the cigars 


he 42 separate and distinct towns, 


| 


of them teeming with a prosperous 
and contented people. Here cotton, 
tobacco, and other articles, can be pro- 
duced in abundance; and it is not 
only fair to presume that their im- 
ports may, in a great measure, be de- 
rived from San Francisco, but that 
valuable exports are destined to find 


their way in good, season to our mar- — 


ket. 


By reports already made to this . 


Chamber, it would appear that the 
cost of transporting goods from New 
York to Utah is from 25 to 30 cents a 
pound currency, and that the time 
consumed in transit is from 60 to 75 
days. During one-half of the year 


the road for loaded wagons is entirely | 


impassable, thus involving the neces- 
sity on the part of the merchants of 
that region, of keeping on hand an 
immense supply of goods to provide 
against the impossibility of receiving 
any accessions to their stock for six or 
seven months. 


On the other hand, itis a fact easily : 


demonstrable, that goods can be land- 
ed in Salt Lake City by way of the 
Colorado river and Callville, every 
month in the year, at a maximum 
cost for freight of 12 cents per pouud, 
currency, and that the time occu ied 
in the passage need not exceed 45 to 
50 days. fe 


Not the least of the advantages — 


which will spring from the successful 
navigation of the Colorado, will be 
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the opening of the trade with Pahran- 
agat, Arizona, and New Mexico, and 
the stimulus which will be given to 
the development of the immense min- 
eral and agricultural resources of that 
region. The country abounds on both 
sides of the river in mineral wealth. 
Increased facilities of communication 
alone are needed, both for furnishing 
supplies, and of transporting to market 
their mineral productions, to augment 
the population, riches, and trade of 
that section. In spite of the disabili- 
ties under which the people have 
hitherto labored, their apparent re- 
moteness from this metropolis, and 
their unfrequent intercourse, valuable 
mines are already worked with suc- 
cess ; and our commerce with the Ter- 
ritories bordering upon this river, has 
expanded to considerable proportions. 

San Francisco, by reason of its geo- 
graphical position, is justly entitled 
to the trade of all that portion of the 
continent lying West of the Rocky 
Mountains. That it has not hereto- 
fore enjoyed that trade has been attri- 
butable to causes which no longer con- 
tinue to exist. Paradoxical as it may 
seem, the inhabitants of Utah and the 
adjacent Territories at the North 


which look to Salt Lake City for gocds, 
now derive most of their supplies from 
New York, traversing a 


2,400 miles, subject to numberless | 


transhipments and delays, and passing 
through nine States of the Union be- 
fore reaching their destination. San 
Francisco, distant but 800 miles, and 
separated by only one State, offers a 
market equally as favorable and in- 
viting. The testimony is conclusive, 
that the people of Utah and the sur- 
rounding country are anxious and wil- 
ling to direct their trade hither, as 
soon as it shall be established that the 
necessary facilities of communication 
are afforded them. It simply remains 
for the enterprising merchants of San 
Francisco to decide whether the pre- 


sent anomalous state of things shall - 


continue to exist, or whether, by open- 
ing the navigation of this great artery 
for business, the traffic of so vast a 
section of country, populated by 
125,000 inhabitants, shall at once be 


secured. 
Rost. B. Swary, 
W. W. MontacvE, 
D. W. QO. Rice, 
| Committee. 
San Francisco, Oct 21, 1867. 


THE LATTER-DAY SAINTS MILLENNIAL STAR, 


SATURDAY, DECEMBER 21, 1867. 


CONFERENCE MINUTES. 


The following is an abridgement of Conference Minutes which have been 


forwarded to us for publication, but which were too lengthy to publish in full:— _ 


The London Conference was held on Sunday, 6th of October, in the Hall, 
Store-street, Bedford-square. In consequence of the ill health of Elder 
Griffith Roberts, Elder Charles W. Penrose, from the Liverpool office, presided 
over the Conference. Inthe morning Elders Heber Young, William S. Grant, 
and Willard B. Richards, reported their labors as Travelling Elders in the 
London Conference. They gave a good account of the spirit and feeling of 
the Saints, and expressed their joy and satisfaction in the privilege afforded 
them of coming to this country on a mission to preach the Gospel. Elder 
Penrose read the Financial and Statistical Reports, and spoke upon the con- 
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dition of the Conference as indicated by the sccording : 


opportunities he had had of judging by actual observation. Considered the — 
Conference in good condition. Gave some instructions upon Tithing, and 

made some remarks upon the power of God manifested through our young and — 
inexperienced Elders from Zion, when contrasted with the weakness and lack 

of knowledge displayed by the learned and wise of the world. Some excellent 
testimonies to the truth were borne by Elders C. P. Liston, John E. Pace, 
Orson Holbrook, and Joel Grover. In the afternoon, after some remarks by 
Elder Penrose upon the position of the various Authorities of the Church, 
they were unanimously sustained by the uplifted hand. Elder Elias Morris, 


President of the Merthyr Conference, related his experience in receiving the 


Gospel, being the first person baptized into the Church in his native town. 
The Lord had manifested to him by the Holy Ghost in much power, that this 
work was true, and that testimony had been many times since renewed, ban- 


_ ishing doubt forever from his mind. Elder Barry Wride, President of the 


Monmouthshire Conference, expressed his joy at being connected with the 
latter-day work, and bore testimony that it was of God. Elder Ezra J. Clark, 
President of the Kent Conference, testified that we are led by men inspired of 
God, and that he could as soon doubt his own existence as the truth of -this 
Gospel. Elder Platte Lyman said he had never heard a sermon preached by 
a sectarian minister, for he had been raised in this Church; but he had heard 
them explain their views in conversation, and they were so shallow and fool- 
ish, that he never wished to hear a discourse from men holding such views. 
When at home his friends had taught him the truth, but since he had come 
upon this mission, he had come to a knowledge of it. Elder Henry Barlow, 
President of the Reading Conference, showed that the Elders of this Church 
preached by the power of the Holy Ghost, and not by the wisdom and learning 
of man. In the evening a very large congregation was addressed by Elder 
Moses Thatcher, President of the Birmingham Conference. He showed that 
the Elders who came forth from Utah to preach the Gospel were not trained 
orators, but were men called unexpectedly from the various labors of life, to 
go out to the world without purse or scrip, to bear a humble testimony of the 
truth ; their only desire in going forth was to do good. Men in the present 

day, by their learning, had accomplished a great many wonders, but they were — 
far behind the ancients in religious knowledge, for they had power to stop the 
mouths of lions, to wrestle with angels of light, and to draw aside the vail 
which separated mortals from the presence of God. It was the same know- 
ledge and power that God was restoring to his Saints in the last days. Elder 
Charles W. Penrose explained the origin of the term ‘‘ Mormonism,” showing 
that it was not acorrect name for the religion which we profess, but was 
applied, to it by the world because of our faith in the Book of Mormon. The 
Book of Mormon was a divinely inspired record, but the doctrines of this 
Church were not taken from that Book nor from the Bible, but were revealed 
from heaven in the present day by the power of God and the ministration of 
angels. Our creed was not shut up in a nutshell, nor bound up in a book ; to 
describe it in brief, it was universal truth. God had called men in this pre- 
sent age as in days of old, and he was revealing to them line upon line and 
truth after truth, as fast as the Saints were capable of receiving it. He then 
traced the falling away from the truth that had taken place since the days of 
the ancient — and showed the utter absence of authority to scree 


a 
> 
BA 
= 
42 
4 
~ 
2 
a 
4 rx 
4 P's 
; 
"4 
24 
J 

~ 

q 
72 
pre 
w 
& 
= 
x 
& 
. 
“ye 
4 
> 
A wk 

A 


$10 
Gospel ordinances until God restored that authority to Joseph Smith. Showed 
in the disunion, uncertainty, and entire lack of knowledge upon religious 
matters among professing Christians, the absolute necessity of some further 
revelations than those contained in the Bible. Related his experience in em- 
bracing the Gospel in London, and in his after travels in the ministry, and of 
the peace, order, and morality which he had seen in Utah, when contrasted 
with the condition of affairs in London and all other Christian cities. Showed 
that the social evil had no existence in Utah, nor the great curse of pauperism, 
and concluded by explaining the first principles of the Gospel, and calling 
upon all people to repent and obey them, and an exhortation to the Saints to 
be faithful and escape speedily to Zion. 

On Monday evening, 7th, a concert was given in the same Hall, by the Lon- 
don Conference choir, under the direction of Elder William H. Fowler. 
Several of the pieces sang and performed were the productions of the Saints, 
and all present expressed great satisfaction. 

The Glasgow Conference was held in the Saints’ Meeting Room, Trongate, 
on Sunday, Oct. 15th. Elders H. T. Spencer and John F. Hardie reported 
their labors as Travelling Elders in the Conference, and gave a good account 
of the spirit and feelings of the Saints. Elder W. A. McMaster showed the 
necessity for the Elders to teach the same principles time after time, until the 
Saints were thoroughly established in the practice of them. He related his 
experience in the Church, and knew that the Lord has supported him in every 
trial. Gave some instructions upon Tithing, and exhorted the Saints to 
attend to every duty. The Authorities of the Church were presented and sus- 
tained. In the afternoon President Richards addressed the Saints upon the 
importance of practising the principles which had been taught to them, and 
upon the obligation which rested upon them to build up the kingdom of God 
instead of the kingdoms of the world. He expressed his belief that many of 
the Saints in Scotland would soon be gathered, for they had lately shown an 
increased determination to save means to efiect their deliverance. He wished 
them to continue and improve. Some persons, during the past ten years, had 
spent enough on tobacco and other injurious things, to have settled them com- 
fortably in Utah. President Young was an example to them all in these 
matters, for he used none of these things. Those families who could not all 

migrate, should send out some members'of the family, who could, by industry 
and economy, soon save sufficient to send for the remaining portion. He was 
glad to learn that the Saints were exerting themselves to make the Gospel 
known in Glasgow by distributing tracts, and that many respectable people 
were investigating. Inthe evening, Elder McMaster related several mani- 
festations of the power of God in healings and miracles, through the ministra- 
tions of the Elders. Showed that these blessings were given to the ancient 
Saints, and were also enjoyed by the Latter-day Saints. He was followed by 
President Richards, who showed that the faithful and obedient of the present 
age, could obtain similar blessings to those bestowed upon the people of God 
in times of old, and bore testimony to the restoration of the holy Apostleship 
to Joseph Smith by Peter, James, and John, | 

The Durham Conference was held in the Latter-day Saints’ Meeting Room, 
Bishopwearmouth, Sunderland, on Sunday, 20th of October. In the morn- 
ing the Branch Presidents gave in their reports, followed by Elders Abiah W. 
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Brown and Edward L. Butterfield, who spoke of the desire of the Saints to ee 


emigrate, and the spirit of inquiry manifested by strangers. Elder James 
Smith, President of the Conference, read the reports, thanked’ the Saints for 
their many acts of kindness to him in his travels, and said that as a general 
thing they were in good standing. In the afternoon, the meeting was ad- 
dressed by Elder William B. Preston, from the Liverpool office. He showed 
that there must be a continual warfare between the Saints and the powers of 


darkness, until every evil propensity was overcome. ll their evil and un- 


wise practices must be relinquished, and their repentance must not be like 
that of professing Christians, which consisted of pulling a long face ; but they 
- must learn to put away every evil, and cleave to everything that was good. 
How could they ask God to bless them with health and preserve their lives, if 
they were in the habit of using those things which were injurious? He bore 


testimony to the mission of Joseph Smith, and exhorted the Saints to labor 


continually to accomplish their deliverance. In the evening President Frank- 
lin D. Richards addressed the congregation. He said that although he had 
been on three previous missions to England, he had never had the opportunity 
of speaking to the Saints in Sunderland before. He then related the deliver- 
ing of the Gospel and the holy Priesthood to Joseph Smith the Prophet by 
the voice of God and the hands of holy angels, and predicted the great afflic- 
tions which would befal the human family for their indifference to, and re- 
jection of the word of the Lord through his Prophet. After the long period 
of darkness which had been upon the world, what greater blessing could be 
conferred upon them than the light of revelation? Yet the world rejected it ; 
but while they were in doubt, and knew not whether they were in the right 
path or not, the Saints knew that they were the children of God, and were 
walking in the sunlight of truth. He then pointed out the practical, everyday 
duties of the Saints, and said that if they would all live their religion, there 
was no reason why every one of them should not be gathered next year. The 
Lord had suffered the Saints in America to be driven from place to place that 
they might learn obedience, end the Saints here knew it, yet some of them 
seemed as if they were waiting for an earthquake to lift them up and throw 
them over into America. Some were waiting to get a good outfit, but he 
would advise them to go to Zion first, and get an outfit afterwards. He then 
made some remarks upon the law of Tithing, and concluded by blessing the 
Saints. The Authorities of the Church were then presented, and were unani- 
mously sustained by the Conference. 

The Dundee Conference was held on Sunday, 27th of October. The Pranch 
Presidents represented their Branches in good condition. Ulder A. N. Mac- 
farlane said the brethren in the Priesthood were united with the Saints in 


doing all the good they could, and the Conference was out of debt, with the — 


exception of the Book Debt, and that was being reduced every quarter, Very 
few had been baptized, but he had good hopes for the future. Elders James 
Sharp, I. T. Spencer, and John F. Hardie, bore testimony to the truth of the 
Gospel, and expressed their nleasure at meeting with the Dundee Saints, and 
_of the satisfaction they felt in their labors. The Authorities of the Church 
were sustained in the usual manner. After which, Elder Harvey H. Oluff, 
President of the Scottish District, expressed his satisfaction at the good spirit 
which the Saints enjoyed. Said previous to our receiving the Gospel we felt 
the noed of something, but knew not what it was. Christ promised certain 
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blessings to those who would obey the Gospel, and now having obeyed it, and 
received the promised blessings, we knew that they were what we needed all 
the time, and they had brought to us the greatest happiness we ever enjoyed. 
The Saints ought to be the most faithful and perseverlng people upon the 
earth, and so they were, for it was proved by the fruits of their labors in 
building up the kingdom of heaven. In the afternoon Elder Cluff addressed 
the Saints, and said that thirty-seven years ago the Lord began to call for 
volunteers, and as his army increased, so the call increased, enlistments were 
still going on of all those who were willing to serve under the banner of Zion, © 
and would continue until God should rule and reign on the earth as he reigned 
in the heavens. In the evening Elder William A. McMaster delivered a dis- 
course upon the fulfilment of prophecy, showing that all the words spoken by 
the Prophets of God would be literally fulfilled, and that many of their say- 
ings were now coming to pass in the preaching of the Gospel, the gathering of 
the Saints, and the building up of the kingdom of God. 

The Manchester District Conference was held on Sunday, 3rd of November. 
Elder Richard Benson represented the Preston Conference. Said most of the 
Saints really desired to serve God and gather to Zion ; some, however, were 
not so zealous, and the people of the world cared nothing about the Gospel. 
Evil reports were eagerly received by them, but they had no desire for the 
truth. Elder Jonathan Steggel said there were quite a number in the Liver- 
pool Conference who had been in it since the commencement of the work in 
this country, they had not obeyed counsel, or they would not be here now, 
but many of them were now making exertions to emigrate. The Saints, gene- 
rally, felt well, but a bitter spirit of opposition was manifested by the world. © 
Elder Erastus Egan made a few remarks corroborating what had been said. 
Elders Alonzo Hyde, Frank Hyde, and G. H. Van Schoonhoven, reported the 
different districts. of the Manchester Conference. The Saints were doing well, 
many strangers were attending the meetings, and there was a general spirit of 
improvement manifested. Elder A. Miner said he had spent a good portion 
ot his time in the Manchester Conference, and could say that where out-door 
preaching had been attended to, many had been added to the Church, but 
where it had not been attended to, there was no increase. Some of the bre- 
thren felt unqualified to stand before the people, but they should depend upon 
the Lord, and exercise their Priesthood. He wished to see the Saints put 
away all their evil habits, and be Saints in very deed. He then presented the 
Statistical and Financial Reports, which were unanimously accepted. In the 
afternoon Elder Charles W. Penrose presented the Authorities of the Church, 
who were sustained in the usual way. He explained the reason why the 
Saints were called upon for their votes at the Conferences—viz., that they 
might show to God and each other that they were willing to receive and sus- 
tain the men whom the Lord had appointed to lead them. He spoke of the 
calling of the Prophet Joseph and his martyrdom, and upon the position now 
ocoupied by President Young as leader of the people. Testified that he was @ 
man of God, and a benefactor to the Saints, and that he would be to the world 
if they would let him, He then showed how a nation and kingdom would 
grow up from the Church of Christ in these days, while the nations of the 
wicked would be visited with terrible destruction, referring to the sayings of 
the Prophets which were now being fulfilled, and urged upon the Saints the 
necessity of their gathering out before the calamities predicted should come 
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upon the world. Elder William B. Preston testified that the Saints in Zion 
were a good people. He had no interest in coming forth to the world to speak 
of these things but the good of mankind. In Zion the people were taught 
everything that was holy, virtuous, and pure. The principles of the Gospel 
were not preached by us to produce a wild enthusiasm, but they tended to bright- 
en the intellect and increase the wisdom of the human family, and make them 
- approximate to the character of Jesus Christ. He exhorted all to seek with a 
prayerful heart to understand the Gospel, -and to walk according to it, that the 
Spirit of God might be in them as a well of water springing up to everlasting 
life. Elder A, Miner made a few remarks bearing witness to the truth of 
what had been said, and showed the good results of this work in Utah, and 
asked the world to judge of this Church by the words of Christ, ‘by their 
fruits shall ye know them.” Inthe evening President Richards delivered a 
discourse upon the words of Jesus in John xvii, 20, 21. Showed that the unity 
which Christ prayed for on behalf of his disciples, was one of the distinguish- 
ing characteristics of the Latter-day Saints. In fact, their unity had been 
viewed by politicians in the light of a crime. While the world was full of 
division, they were one in faith, and he wished all to understand that by faith 


we meant that faith which was manifested by works. To talk of any other 


faith was vain. The great aim of the Gospel of Christ was to make all peo- 
ple of one heart and of one mind, and nothing but the one true plan of salva- 
tion could accomplish it. That Gospel brought certainty with it, and re- 
moved all doubt and misunderstanding. He then showed that the Gospel was 
first preached by the Apostles to the Jews, and afterwards to the Gentiles ; 
but in these days it was first to the Gentles, and afterwards to Israel. He 
would say to the Elders, that when the Gospel should be sent specially to 
Israel, then the power of God would be displayed in a far greater degree than 
ever they had seen it before. He referred to the strife and division in the 
world, and contrasted it with the unity of the Saints under the direction of 
President Young. Many persons believed opposition to be essential, and 
dreaded to see so much power wielded by one man; but the Saints did not 
believe in opposition to proper authority, and they rejoiced to have a man of 
God who could direct them in all their affairs, and through all being obedient 
to their leader, that unity which Christ desired was being brought about. He 
concluded by praying for the blessing of God to be upon all the faithful 
throughout the world. | 

The Herefordshire Conference was held on Sunday, 10th of November, in 
the Pentwn Hall, Abersychan, Mon. Elder William Park expressed his joy 
at being called to travel and preach the Gospel, and felt that he had been 
greatly assisted in his ministry by the power and influence of the holy Spirit. 
The Branch Presidents gave a good report of the condition of the Saints, 
Elder Joseph Lawson read the Financial and Statistical Reports, and said the 
Saints throughout the Conference, in the majority of instances, were earnest 
in their duties, and were striving to raise means to emigrate. Strangers were 
attending the meetings. Out-door preaching had been diligently attended to, 
and he had hopes of some persons being baptized. He related his experience 
in receiving the Gospel, had lived more than twelve years in Utah, was satis- 
fied with the doctrines of the Church, and pleased with the contrast between 
the state of society in Utah and that of the world, The Authorities of the 


Ohurch were then presented and sustained. Elder George W. Burridge bore 
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testimony to the truth of the Gospel, and the prosperity of the Saints in Zion, 
and made somo remarks upon the gathering of Israel and the building up of 
the kingdom of God, In the afternoon President Richards gnid this was the 
firat time he had met with the Saints in that place, He spoke upon the atone- 
mont made by Jesus Christ. The different sects of the day believed in that 
atonement, but they had many different notions upon the subject, somo be- 
lieving that faith alone would save them, others thinking that works were 
necessary as well as faith, and thoy, disagreeing in relation to those works 
Heo showed that the Gospel was one plan and not many plans; there was but 
one Lord, one faith, one baptism, and one Spirit. This was understood by 
every Latter-day Saint, and it was their privilego to grow in knowledge, 
having the same unity ef understanding upon every principle of salvation. 
Many of the Saints in this country thought they were very poor, but he could 
assure them they were not any poorer than the Saints wero when they were 
driven from Nauvoo. We alluded to their journey across the great American 
desert, and their arrival in the mountains, and testified that the blessings of 
God came upon them there, and had continued with them till the present, 
Referred to the vast amount of means expended by the Saints in Utah for the 
gathering of the poor in 1866, when 500 teams were sent from the Valley to 
bring them across the Plains, This ought to encourage the Saints here in the 
assurance that they would all be gathered in due time, for the Church had 
covenanted never to cease their exertions until all the people of God were — 
gathered home, Some of the Saints had been driven from their homes five 
times, being stripped of their all, but they still prospered and were becoming 
wealthy. The desert lands had become fruitful, and the great Tabernacle now 
being built, which was 250 feet long, 150 feet wide, and 70 feet high, was an 
evidence of their prosperity, He then gave some instructions upon family 
government, and upon the necessity of self control, which was a principle that 
would lead to honor, power, and dominion. In the evening the congregation 
was addressed by Elders Barry Wride and George W. Burridge, President 
Richards making some concluding remarks. A good spirit prevailed, and the 
Saints were much strengthened and encouraged. | 


CORRESPONDENCE, 
ENGLAND. paid for their trouble ; but they seem 


Sunderland, Dec. 10, 1867. 
Elder W. B. Preston. 

Dear Brother,—Having a few mo- 
ments to spare, I write a few lines to 
you to let you know how we are get- 
ting along down here, in this old 
stamping ground of yours. 3 

Since our Conference, I believe that 
I have visited all of the Branches in 
this Conference except Middlesbro’. 
The Saints all feel well pleased with 
the counsel they received on that oc- 


casion, and say that they were well 


to think that they are better paid since 
they saw last week’s Srar, though 
many of them wonder if they will 
left behind, as they say it is impossible 
to take all next year; but there is 
great rejoicing over the news. 

Brother Brown and myself visited 
Consett on Sunday, Dec. 1st, and or- 
ganized a small Branch there of nine- 
teen members. Two more have been 
added since. They are all new mem- 


bers except four, brother Pollard’s 
They all feel well im 


family. 
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SUMMARY OF NEWS, 


the work, We have also baptized 
threo at South Church, three at Has- 
well, four at Sunderland, and there 
are ton or fifteen more to be baptized 
as KOON AH We can get around so as to 
attend to it at the different places, as 
they gonorally want us to attend to 
that part of the business, 

There is a great inquiry ‘after the 
principles of the Gospel at present, 


815 


the truth the 
people, thou suppose that ma 
of them will inquire har it is too late 
to do them muth good, when they will 
hunt after o servant of God but can- 
not find one, 

[ will bring my letter to a close. 
Give my kind love to President Rich- 
ards, and accept the same yourself, 
I remain, as ever, your brother in the 


which seems to be on the increase, | covenant of peace, 


and we feel to lose no time in laying 


JAMES SMITH, 


SUMMARY OF NEWS, 
| 


The cold weather, the scarcity of employment, and the eo scarcity of 
food, are rapidly augmenting the mortality rate in Liverpool, The number of 
deaths recorded last week was 325, being nearly equal to the birth rate. 

Vira Statistics in Irary.—In 1865 the births, in the whole kingdom of 
Italy, were, remarks the Lancet, 865,387 : 446,098 males, and 419,289 females 
—viz., 16 females to 17 males. egitimate births, 821,521; illegitimate, 
43,866. Of the latter, 10,547 were declared, and 33,319 were foundlings. The 

roportion of illegitimate to legitimate births in Italy is, for the three years 
(1862-1865) as 1 to 18°88 ; in the Netherlands it is as 1 to 24’61 ; whilst in the 
rest of Europe the proportion of natural to legitimate children is higher than 
in Italy. The pew of births, as compared to the population, was, in 1864, 
3'88 births in 100 inhabitants ; in 1865 this rose to 3'94, In this respect 
Italy occupies the fourth place among the nineteen principal States of Europe, 
in which States Russia holds the first, and France the last, rank. This ex- 
plains the stationary condition of the French population, and the rapid and 
somewhat threatening increase of the Muscoyite races. 

Unvrrecrep Crimz,—The repression and detection of crime in this country, 
to judge by the lately-published volume of judicial statistics, in not in a satis- 
factory condition, e have no means, remarks the Pall Mall Gazette, of 
ascertaining the number of offences which altogether escape both punishment 
and notice ; though experienced men tell us that almost certainly not cnein — 
five (of crimes against property at least) ever come to light. But we learn — 
from the blue-book referred to, that only a small proportion of crimes known 
to the police are traced home and punished. Thus, in 1856, only 27,000 per- 
sons were apprehended in consequence of 50,000 indictable (7. ¢., grave) 
offences known to have been committed ; only 19,000 of these 27,000 were sent 
to trial ; and only 14,700 convicted and sentenced, or not much more than 
one person punished for every four offences. The case of summary jurisdiction 
looks better ; 339,000 persons were punished out of 482,000 brought before the 
wagistrates. But it is in the gravest cases—those of murder—that the dis- 
proportion between crime and punishment is the most startling. The number 
of verdicts of murder recorded by coroners’ juries was 272; the police only 
admit 131 as coming under their cognizance, and for these 124 persons were 
apprehended. Of these 124, however, only 94 were committed, only 55 were 
actually tried, only 26 found guilty, and only 12 executed ; that is to say, only — 
one murderer was hanged and one other sentenced to penal servitude for every — 
ten murders certainly, and every a probably, committed, Can either 
life or property be said to be secure in England? It may be interesting to 
compare these facts with the corresponding ones a to Scotland and 
Ireland. In England and Scotland the convictions reach 75 per cent, of the 
committals ; in lreland only 58 per cent. 
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